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15 Top Health Systems® Methodology Overview

To conduct the 15 Top Health Systems® study, researchers evaluated 336 health systems and 2716 hospitals that are members of health systems. All research was based on 
the following public data sets: Medicare cost reports, Medicare Provider Analysis and Review (MEDPAR) data and measure data from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) Care Compare website. We select the annual 15 Top Health Systems award winners (benchmark systems) using our objective methodology based on publicly 
available data and a balanced scorecard of performance measures, usinig the most current data available. Health Systems and Hospitals do not apply for awards, and 
winners do not pay to market this honor. For more information, visit http://www.100tophospitals.com/

2026 Methodology Changes

Measure changes included the replacement of the CMS Care Compare 30-day hospital-wide readmission measure with the 30-day hybrid hospital-wide readmission (HWR) 
measure. This “hybrid” measure includes not only claims-based data but also electronic health record (EHR) extracted data to augment the risk adjustment models that CMS 
uses to produce the 30-day metrics.

The Medicare Spend Per Beneficiary (MSPB) was added back to the ranked metrics. The data from CMS Care Compare for this measure was available in time for the inclusion 
in the 100 Top Hospitals study production.								      


